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Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 45433
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MILITARY STANDARD

STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS, ORDER OF
PRECEDENCE FOR THE SELECTION OF

1. SCOPE

1.1 Purpose. This standard sets forth the order of precedence for the selec-
tion of standards and specifications to identify and describe items, materials,
and processes used by design activities in the design and construction of
military materiel for the Department of Defense. Requirements for approval of
standards and specifications by the Government command or agency concerned
prior to use are excluded from the coverage of this standard. Requirements
for approval or release, if any, or the use of documents stating applicability
of standards and specifications for special applications are subject to con-
tract provisions.

1.2 Application. This standard is intended for application in those specifi-
cations or other procurement documents when it is necessary to control the
design selection of items, materials, and processes not definitely specified.
This standard is not applicable to construction or architect-engineer service,
unless otherwise specified in the contract or order.

2. REFERENCED DOCUMENT

2.1 1Index. The issue of the following document and supplement thereto in
effect on the date of invitation for bids form a part of this standard to the
extent specified herein:

Department of Defense Index of Specifications and Standards

(Application for copies by activities outside of the Department of Defense
should be addressed to the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.)

3. DEFINITIONS

1

Not applicable.
4, GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

4.1 General considerations. Design and application considerations, as well
as economic factors, shall govern the selection and use of materials,
processes, and products used in the production of military materiel, Whenever
procurement documents do not explicitly specify standards and specifications
to be used, selection of a suitable standard or specification for a specific
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design application shall be the responsibility of the design activity., 1In
this selection, the following design considerations shall govern:

4.1.1 Technical suitability. Items shall be selected from standards and
specifications where such exist, but in every case, they must be technically
suitable in every respect for their applicatien. Such factors as function,
cnvironment, reliability, strength, safety, and interchangeability shall
satisfy the design parameters in every respect. The use of a standard,
specification, or other document does not, in itself, assure the suitability
of an item for any specific application,

4.1.2 Economic considerations. When two or more products will satisfy design
parameters, selection shall be made in such manner as to be most economical to
the Government. This economy includes, but is not necessarily limited to,
consideration of costs related to initial fabrication, production, reliability,
operation, maintenance, supply, and replacement.

5. DETAIL REQUIREMENTS

5.1 Precedence. Upon completion of the review of design considerations, in-
cluding but not limited to provisions of section 4 herein, standards and
specifications shall be selected in the group and subgroup order of precedence
indicated in the f{cllowing subparagraphs. The selection of a standard or
specification of lower precedence is to be made only when the standards and
specifications from groups above it do not provide items technically or
economically (see section 4) suitable for the application. The selection of

a document within any one grouping of standards and specifications shall be;

a suitable standard, if any, over a suitable specification.

5.1.1 Special lists. When determined necessary by the Government command or
agency concerned, listing of standards and specifications for special applica-
tions may be invoked by contractual provisions., The special lists may also
contain documentation that is not in standard or specification form. Such
listings are to be organized in consonance with the requirements of this
standard, and when used shall take precedence over the groups listed below,

».1.2 Group I. Group I covers standards and specifications individually
listed in the bepartment of Defense Index of Specifications and Standards

{(DOD1SS) .
Subgroups:
a. Coordinated Federal standards and specifications

b. Coordinated Military standards and specifications (including JAN's, AN's,
and AND's)
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c. Industry standards and specifications (e.g. those promulgated by nationally
recognized associations, committees, and technical societies) having co-
ordinated status established under Department of Defense policies and
procedures '

d. Limited coordination military and interim Federal standards and specifi~
cations issued by the Government command or agency concerned

e. Industry standards and specifications having limited coordination status
established by the Government command or agency concerned under Department of
Defense policies and procedures.

f. Limited coordination military and interim Federal standards and specifi-
cations issued by other Government commands or agencies.

5.1.3 Group II. Group II covers industry standards and specifications pro-
mulgated by nationally recognized industry associations, committees, and
technical societies, for which status equivalent to military documents has
not been established and which are not listed in the DODISS., Copies of
industry standards and specifications are not available from the Government,
and should be obtained from the association concerned,

5.1.4 Group I11I. Group III covers Government standards and specifications
other than those of the military and Federal series, and not listed in the
DODISS (e.g. FAA and NASA specifications, etc).

5.1.5 Group IV, Group IV covers company standards and specifications.

5.2 Use of standards, specifications, or drawings. Satisfactory operation of
equipment procured under any standard, specification, or drawing is the re-

sponsibility of the contractor, and the use of such standards, specifications,
or drawings listed for use by the Government command or agency concerned is in
no way to be considered as a guaranty of Government acceptance of the finished

product.
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6. NOTES
6.1 Identification of changes. Asterisks are not used in this revision to

identify changes with respect to the previous issue, due to the extensiveness
of the changes.

Custodians: Preparing activity:
Army - MU Air Force - 11
Navy - AS
Air Force ~ 11 Project No. MISC-0540

Review activities:
Army - AD, AT, AV, CE, EL, GL, IH, MD, ME, MI, MR, SM, WC.
Navy - CG, EC, MC, MS, OM, 0S, PE, SA, SH, TD, YD.
Air Force - 03, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 23, 25, 26, 28, 34, 43, 44, 68,
69, 70, 71, 79, BO, 82, 84, 85.
DSA - AR, CS, DH, ES, GS, IS, PS,

User activities:
Air Force - 19
DSA - 1P
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STANDARDIZATION DOCUMENT IMPROVEMENT PROPOSAL
(See Instructions — anne Side)

1. DOCUMENT NUMBER 2. DOCUMENT TITLE

30 NAME OF SUBMITTING ORGANIZATION 4. TYPE OF ORGANIZATION (Merk one)

>. ADDRESS. (Street, City, State, ZIP Code)
D MANUFACTURER

D OTHER (Specity):

———————

5. PROBLEM AREAS
a. Parsgraph Number snd Wording:

b. Recommended Wording:

c. Reaason/RAstionale tor Recommendation:

6. REMARKS

76. NAME OF SUBMITTER (Last, Firet, MI} — Optionsl b. WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER (Include Ares
Code) - Options!

c. MAILING ADDRESS (Street, City, State, ZIP Code) — Optionsi 8. DATE OF SUBMISSION (YYMMDD)

DD .;o::l" ' 426 PREVIOUS EDITION IS OPSOLETE.
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INSTRUCTIONS: In a continuing effort to make our standardisation documents better, the DoD provides this form for use in
submitting comments snd suggestions for improvements. All users of military standardization documents are invited to provide
suggestions. This formm may be detached, folded along the lines indicated, taped along the locee sdge (DO NOT STAPLE), and
wailed. In bloek 6, be as specific as possibie about particular problem aress such as wording which required interpretation, was
too rigid, restrictive, looss, ambiguous, or was incompstible, and give proposed wordin, changes which would alleviate the
problems. Enter in block 8 any remarks no! relsted to a specific paragraph of the document. If block 7 is filled out, an
acknowledgement will be malled to you within 30 days to let you know that your comments were received and are being
considered.

NOTE. This form may not be used to request copies of documeats, nor to request waivers, deviations, or clarification of
specification requirements on current contracts. Comments submitted on this form do not constitute or imply suthorization
to waive any portion of the referenced document(s) or to amend contractual requirements.

(Fold along this line)

(Fold elong this line)

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE.
NO POBTAQE
NECESSARY

IF MAILED
IN THE
UNITED STATES

renairy romemareese | BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

FIRSY CLASS PEAMIT NO. 73238 WASHINGTOND C
AGEWILL BE PAID BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

ASD/ZENYES
- wWrignt-fatterqon AFL, OH 454700



