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FRDKRAL SPEXE’ICAl’ION

PACKAGING AND PACKIWG OF TRREAD FOR DCMESTIC .
AND OVERSEASSIIPmwT

This specificationwas approved by the Ccnnmissioner,Federal Supply
Service, General Services Administration, for use of all Federal sgencies.

1. SCOPE

1.1 This speclfication covers the packasing, packins, & marking of.s
various kinds of sewins thread for shipment and storage.

2. APPI.J.CABLEIMcuMmPs

2.1 The followm documents, of the issues in effect on date of invi-
tation for bids or request for proposal, form a p=t of t~~ specification
to the extent s~cified herein.

( Federal Specifications:

UU-P-268 - Paper, Kraft, Untreated, Wrapping.
PPP-B-566 - Boxes, Few, Paperboard.
PPP-B-636 - Box, Fiberboard.
PPP-B-676 - Boxes, Set-Up.
PPP-’J!-76 - Tape, Pressure-SensitiveAdhesive Paper, Water

Resistant (For Carton Sealing).

Federal Standati:

Fad. Std. NO. 123 - 14arkingfor Domestic tipment (Civilian Agencies).
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(Activities outside the Federal Governmeri~n!aYobtain copies of Federsl
I specifications,standsrds, and handbooks as outlined under-General Infor-

mation in the Index of Fedeml Specifications and Standards and at prices

I indicated in the Index. The Index, which includes cumulativemonthly
supplementsas issued, is for sale on a subscriptionbssis by the Superi-
ntendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.
20402.

(Single copies of this specificatio. and other product specifications
required by activities nutside the Federal Government for bidding purposes
are availsble without chsrge at the General Services Administration
Regional Offices in Boston, Neu York, Washington, D.C., Atlanta, Chicago,
Kansas City, Mo., Fort Worth, Denver, San Frsncisco, Lns Angeles, and
Seattle, Wash.

(Fedeml Government activities may obtain copies of Federal Specifications,
Standanis and Randbooks and the Index of Federal Specificationsand
Standards from established distribution points in their agencies.)

Militnr’yStnndards:

MIL-STD-105 - %mpling Procedures and Tables for Inspection
by Attributes.

MIL-STD-U9 - Marking for Shipment and Storage.
MIL-STD-147 - PaI.letizedand ContainerizedUnit I.oads40” x 48”

Pallets, Skids, Runners, or Pallet-typeBase.

(Copies of Military specificationsand stsndards required by suppliers
in connection with specific procurement functions should be obtained from
the procuring activity or as directed by the contracting officer.)

2.2 gther DUblications< The following documents form a part.of this
specificationto the extent specified herein. Unless otherwise indicated,
the issues in effect on date of invitation for bids or request for proposal
shall apply.

National ClassificationBoard:

Nationnl Motor Freight C&.sification

(Applicationfor copies should be addressed to American Trucking Association,
Inc., Attention: Tariff Order Section, 1616 P Stpset N. W., Washington, D. C.
20036.)
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UNIFOIU.1CIASSll?UXTIONC@MTJTEE :

Unifom Freight Classification.

(Appl.lcationfor copies should be addressed to the Uniform Clas&ication
Committee, 20% Union Station, Chicago, Illinois 60606.)

3. ~

3.1 ).iaterials.The materials shall be as
not covered by applicable specifications,or
herein, shall be of a quality acceptable for

hereinafter specified. Materials
not specificallydescribed
the purpose intended.

3.2 ~t-uu, Tbr&d shall be wound on tubes,”cones, spools, or bobbins,
or put up in balls or skeins as specified fi the applicable thread specifi-
cation. Thread shall be so wound that each turo and layer is free from
entanglement. The outsideend of the thread shall be secured in such a
manner as to prevent unwinding, loosening, or slipping during handling,
shipping, and storage, as applicable.

3.3 Packagin~. Packaging shall be level A, B, or C as specified (see 6.1).

3.3.1 Level A.
9

3.3.1.1 kss than 8 ounces. Tubes, cones, spools, skeins, bobbi& and
balls of thread, of like description, shall be packaged io paperboard
boxes conforming to variety 2, t~e, class and style optional of PPP-B-566
or PPP-B-676 and in quantities in accordance with industry practice. Boxes
shall be sealed with tape COti-Onningto PPP-T-76.

3.3.1.2 Eight nunces or more. Tubes, cones, and spoob, shalJ be
individuallypackaged in a sing-fitting,clear polyethylene film bag of
0.00125-tich thiclmess (~ 20 percent tolerance). The polyethyhme bag
shall.be formed with heat-sealed.sesms that are stra~ht ad Conttiuous
and p&allel to each other and the fonned edges of the bag. The open eti
of the pol.yett!ylenebag may be closed by twist tying with paper or plastic
covered soft wire”or tucked into the end of the tube, cone, or spnol.

3.3.2 Level B. (see 6.1.1).
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I 3.3.2.1 Less than eight ounces. ‘libes,cones, spools, skeins, bobbins,
(:

I and bal.Jsof % d f l-k descz%ption shell be packaged in papsrboard bores
conforming to v~e ;Yol, ~~e, cl=s, sod style Option~ Of PPP-B-566 Or
PPP-B-676, and in quantities specified in the contract or order (see 6.1).

3.3.2.2 Eight ounces and mom. Tubes, cones, and spoels shall be indi~d-
4Y wrap~a in ~ 30-pound weight krsft paper conforming to grade B of
UU-P-268, 20-pwd basis Wight “~cfie glazed paper, Or *W 0.oo125-inch
thick plastic film. In lieu of the plastic film wrap, a close fitting plastic
bag may he used provided tlm open end is tucked tito the end of the tube, cone,
or spool. Thread containing oil shall.be wrapped in gmaeeproof 2$peund glassine
paper or waxed paper, except when placed in the plastic i3Jm wrap or bag.

3.3.2.2.1 Intezmediata packaging. When specified (see 6.1), the number of
unit packagds specified in t~ contract or oder (see 6.1), shell be intennediata
packaged in a snug-fitting fiberboard box conforming ta PPP-B-636, class dcvnestic,
type OF, variety .5i,style optional.

3.3.3 Level c. ‘Ilu-eadshall be packaged to afford adequate protection
against deteriorafion and physical damage during shipment frem the supply source
to the first receiving activity. The supplier may use his standard practice when
it meets this requiremmt.

1 3.~ Packing. Packing shall be level A, B, or C, ss specified (see 6.1).
L.

3.h.l Level A. ‘Dread of like description, packaged = specified in 3.3,
shell be packed h a snug-fitttig fiberboard,shipping containsr conforming to
style RSC-L, grade V2s of PPP-B-636. The inside of each fiberboard container
sha21 be fitted with a taped liner conforming to type (T, variety BW, class
weather-resistit, grade V15c of PPP-B-636. I%S fiberboard liner is not requi~d
when packing thread that is packaged in paperboard boxes as specified,in 3.3.1.1
end 3.3.2.1. Each shipping container shall be clceed, watarproefed, and rein-
forced in accordance with & appendix of tb container specification.

3.b.2 IJXSl B. Unless otherwisespecified.(see 3.k.2.1), timad Of like
descriptio=~ed x specified in 3.3, shall be packed ti a SnW-fitting
fiberboard container conforming to style RSC-L, type CF, (vtie Q’ @ Or ~,
class domeetic, grade Z(5 of PPP-B-636. For civil agency shipnsmts the quantity
per pack shall be specified (see 6.1). The inside of each fiberboard container
shell be fitted with a t+ped liner conforming to type CP, variety m, class
domestic, grade 2CfJof PPP-B-636. The fiberboard liner is not required when
packing thread that is packaged in paperboard boxes es specified in 3.3.1.1,
3.3.2.1 and 3.3.2.2.1. When specified, the fiberboard liner shall not be required
for civil agency shipm?nts (see 6.1). Each shipping container shall be c1osed in
accordance with mthod II es specified in tlm appendix of the contaiwr specifi-
cation.
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4.3 JnsDe
.

ction of end item.

4.3.1 Exmnination of end item for put-up, pac~ ing, packing, and
markin& The end item shall be ~ined for put-up, packagi.ns,pscklng,
end marti in accordance with the classificationof defects set forth ti
tables I .& II. The eemple tit shall be one peckage or one filled and
marked .ghipphg container, as applicable. Not more than one package shall
be selected from a container. The LX size for det.enminlmgthe ssmple
size shall be expressed in number of shipping containers of one type and
level of pack only, containing thread of one description only. The inspec-
tion level shall be S-2 with an AQL of 2.5 for tables I and II, expressed
in defects per hondred units.

TABLE I. Exsmbation of the end item for put-up and packaging

FXam.ine Defect

&t -up Eech turn or layer not free from entanglement.
Outside end of thread not secured as specified.

Pac!+9@ng: Quantity per psckege more or less than specified
tiSS than 8 (level B-onlj).
ounces Not pscksged in paperbnsrd

Bnxes not sealed with tspe

Eight ounces Not individuallypscksged.
or more

bnxes as s~cified.
specified (level A only).

Tube,,cone or Not wrapped or bagged in material specified.
spool (8 nunces or mm-e.).

Crncked or brnken.

=% Seams not centinuous> ~~el SMd heat Sealed
(for level A pachge).

Emi of baa not twist tied or tucked in end of
I tube, co;e or spool,(twist tie applicable only

to level A peckages).
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3.4.2.1 When specified (see 6.1)’”theshipping container shall be a grade
V3C, V3S or Vbs fiberboafi bnx fabricated in accordance with PPP-B-636,
and closed in accordance with the appendti of the container specification.

3.4.3 Level C. Thread, packaged as spectiied In 3.3, shall be packed in
a manner to insure carrier acceptance and safe dellvery at destinationat
the lowest transportationrate for such supplies. Containers shell be in
accordance with Unifom Freight ClassificationRules or National Motor
Freight Classification Rules, as app~cable.

3.5 J%ll.etisation. When specified (see 6.1), thread packed as specified
in 3.b, shall be palletized in accordancewith ~ Type I of MIL-STD-147.
,&ch prepared load shall be bonded with primary and secondary straps in
accordance with bonding means K and L. Pallet patterns shall be in accOrd-
.sncewith the appendix of kfIL-STD-lh7. Interlocking of hds shall be
effected by reversing the pattern of each course. If the container$s of
size which does not confom to any of the pellet patterns specified in
MIL-STD-147, the pallet pattern used shall first k approved by the
contracting officer.

3.6 _&r~.

3.6.1 Civil agencies. In addition to any
the contract or order, interior packages and
marked in accordance with Fed. SM. NO. 123.

special marking required by
shipping containers shall be

3.6.2 mita~ requirements. In addition to any special marking required
by the contract or order, interior packages and shipping containers sbsll
be marked in accordance with MIL-SXD-IZ9.

l+. QUAUTY ASSURANCE PROVISIONS

h.1 ResrmnsibilitY for inspection. Unless otherwise specified in the
contract or purchase order, the supplier is responsible for the perfom.ante
of all inspection requirementsas specified hezwin. Except as otherwise
specified in the centract or order, the supplier may use his own or any
other facilities suitable for the perfonrance of the inspection requirements
specified herein, unless disapproved by the Government. The Government
reserves the right to perfoxm any of the inspections set forth in the speci-
fication where such inspectionsar-edeemed necessary to assure suppl.ieSand
services conform to prescribed requirements.

4.2 Inspection. Sampling for inspection shnl.1be perfonsed in accordance
with MIL-STD-105, except where otherwise indicated hereinafter.

4.2.1 Component and nwterial inspection. In accordance with 4.1 abOve,
canponents ac%imaterial-sshall be inspected and tested in accordancewith all
the requirements of referenced specificationsand standards unless other-

wise excluded, smended, modified or qualified in this specificationor
applicable purchase document.
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TABLE II. ~tion of the eti item for packing and marking

Examine Defect

Packing !Phresdof more than one description.
Quantity per pack not as specified (for civil...
agencies level B).

Container Liner missing when required.

Marking Qnitted, inmxaplete, incorrect, illegible;
improper-sizelocation, sequence, or method of
application.

,.

4.3.2 Examination of shipping contaherl tin containersare requ&ed
to be in accordance with PPP-B-636 examination for fabrication,closure,

.. waterproofing, reinforcing, or weight and size limitations,shall be in
.sccodance with that specification.

4.3.3 Examination for palletization. An examination shall be made to
determine that palletisation is in compliance with 3.5 o? this specification.
Defects shall be scored in accodance vith table III. The sample unit

[ shall be one @J.etized unit load fully prepared for delivery. The lot
size shall be the “numberof palletized unit lads in the end item inspection
IJJt. The inspection level sha2J be S-1 and the AQL shall be 6.5 defects per..
hundred units.

TAHE III. Examination of pa13.etisation

Examine Defect

Finished dimensions kngth, width, or height exceeds specified
maximum requirement.

Pal.letization Not as specified.
Pallet psttern not as specified.
Interlocking of loads not as specified.

Weight Exceeds maximum load limits.

Marking Cknitted;incorrect; illegible;of improper size,
location, sequence or method of application.

5. PRKPARATICINFQR DELINERY

This section is not applicable to this specification.
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6. N-

.6,1 @-dering data. Purchasers should
offered herein and procurement documents

..

exercise any desired options
Shoiildspecify the fOIJm.’ing:

[1:
(c)

(d)

(e)

(fj

‘J!itle,number, md date of this specification.
Selection of applicable levels of packaging and packing
(see 3.3 and 3.J+).

When fiberboard liner is not required for civil agencies
(see 3.It.2).

Quantity per interior psskage and shipping contaiiar for
citi agency shipments (see 3.3.2.1, 3.3.2.2.1, md 3.lJ.2).

When weathar-msist.antgrade.fiberboard shipping containers are

required fOr le~l B (see 3J!.2.1).
When pal.letizationis required (see 3.5).

6.1.1 Level B packaging shell be used when .itis known that the material
will be 6bipped frem a supplier to a dcmestic warehouse, supply depot or
intermediate storage point for temporary storage, subsequent to issue
and/or shipnent to eventual user. (see 3.3.2).

6.2 civilauencies. Fkd. Std. No. 102 shall be referred h for defin<tiane
and application of the various levels of psckagm and packing for civil
agency procurements.

NnJlmRY CmmmANs : Preparing activity:

Army-GL &my-GL
Navy - SA
Air Force - 82 CIVIL AGENCSES INTEREST:

Review activities: AGR
cm

m-’~ GsA
Navy - 2A Jus
Air Force - 11, 45, 82 VA

User activity: project No. 8310~43

Navy - AS

iru, S. GO~NT P~wlNG OFFICE : 1970 0 - 395-530 (~73)

Orders for this publication are to be placed with General Servicee
Administration,acting as an agent for the Superintendent of Documents.
See Section 2 of this specificationto obtain ex!;recopies and other
documents referenced herein. Price 1; cents each.
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SPECIFICATIW ANALYSIS SHEET
I

Form Approved
Budget Bureau No. 22-R2S5.

NSTRUCTfONS This sheet i. t. b= fill~ out by mr~~n=l. elth~ OC’VOMUI’SIII or contrkior, itiuolved b the
Im of the specification in pr=~m=nt of WUC1~ foI ult~~te u~= by ~ Dewf=nt Of De fen=. ~im ~eet
s provided for obtaining information on the use of thim specification which wilt Insure that dtable produds
:.. be procured with a minimum ●mount of delay .nd ●t the least cost. Comunenta ●nd fhd return of this form
vill be appmci. ted. Fold on line- on reverme side, ●tsple in comer. 4 ●end to preparing ●ctivity. Cc.mmmta
md wggesf ions submitted on this form & mot constitute or Imply ●uth.ciauion to waiv4 any FOttkI of the
eferenced document(n) or s.-. tO --d conf-ct.~ =wi==nt~.

,PKC, P, C. TIO14 PaC&iU and PackIns of ~read fO~ O@estic anff ~erseas
Sh,ipnent PPP-P-5rlA -

mG ANtz ArlO*

:OTV ANO STATE cONTm AcT I?Vi-em

I
,.,ERIAL PROCU. EO UNDER A

001.,., GOVE. N”EM, CO. T-AC, n SUmco.lmacr

HAS ANY PART OF THE SPECIFICATION CREATED PR013LEUS OFI REWIRED INTERPRETATION Ift PROCURE-
MENT USE?

9. UEC08.IMENOA7,0NS FOR CORRECTING THE OEFICIENCIES

COMMENTS ON ANV SPECIFICATION REQuIREUEUT CON SIOEREO 100 RIGIO

IS THE SPECIFICATION REST RI CT IVC1

OYES o No If, -,.. ‘“. I“ who! ‘W. Yg)

R EuAR KS (Att.eh any s-,,1”.”1 d.1. MI1.h ma & .1 LU. t“ Im.u.v l.* thl. w..lfl..,lon. If ,/!.,. -. addllluI.1 -r.
.It.ch t. 1- ond PI... both In m ..”. I.Pc . Ji . . ..d 1. Fr.pnl”a .Ctl.it”)

“8MITT ED BY fP,ln<d 0, ,yp.ct “am. md ..11”1,” . Op,bI.tJ OATS

,

ID, WL1426 RCIPI. ACC, E08T,0N OF I OCT 84 WMIC” u.V 9E “SEO.
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