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03MMERCIALITG?IDESCRIPTION
#

FMIWARE - SILVERPIATE

The GeneralServicesAdministrationhas authorizedthe use
of thiscommercialitemdescriptionin preferenceto type 11
of FederalSpecification RRJJ?-51.

This cwmercia’1itandescription(CID)coverssilverpLatedfLatwareequal in
qualityto a gradeknwn withinthe industryas “high-qualityhoteland
restaurant‘tsiIverplate.The designof the fLatware.ismmnerciaLIy known
as the “Kings” pattern,and shallbe themanufacturer’scurrent,standard
mmmercia1 product,exceptfor changesnecessaryto complywith thisCID.
The items covered by this CID are intended for use in officers’and
executives~ messesand diningroam.

The fLatwaresha11 be of the foLLowingitems;see notesfor orderingdata.

Items: 1 - Fork,dessert
2- Fork,oyster
3- Fork,salad
4- Fmk, table
5- Knife,dessert
6- Knife,table
7- Spcon,bouillon

15- Lad”

Salientcharacteristics.

(figure18) B - Spoon,demitasse(figure25)
(figure19) - Spxm, dessert
(figure20) 1;

(figure26)
- Spoon,icedtea (figure27)

(figure21) 11- Spoon,soup
(figure22) 12- Spoon,sugar

(figure28)

(figure23) 13- Spoon,table
(figure29)
(figure30)

(figure24) 14- Spoon,tea (figure31)
e, gravy,tabLe (figure32)

Firstarticle. When specified,see notes,the suppLiershallfurnish
samplesof the ~temsto be procuredunderthis commercialitemdescription
(CID)for the firstarticLe-inspection,testing,and approval(seeqtitity
assuranceprovisions).

Materials. Materialsnot definitelyspecifiedshallbe the ~ and
qualitysuppLiedby the manufactureras his “high-qualityhoteland restaurant”
silverplatedflatwareprovidedthe completeditemscanplywith alL the
provisionsof thisCID. Commercialtokran=s are applicableto alL material
thicknessesand dianteters.

Nickelbrasssheet. Nickel&ass sheetspecifiedhereinshallhave a
minimumof 8 percentby compositionof nickelbrass (alsoknownas nickel
silver)with the balanceof copperand zinc in acmrdance with cmmerciaL
practice.

Brass. Brass specifiedhereinshaLlhave a minimumof 65
with the balame of zinc.

percent cqp~

Fsc 7340
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Corrosion-resistantsteel. Gxrosion-resistantsteelshallconformto ●
eithertype410, 429, 430, or the 440 seriesof ASTM A 176, Latestrevision.
Type 302 or 304 steelshallbe used for all hollowhandles.

Designand construction.The designshallbe the “Kings”patternand shalL
be sharpand clearlydefined. Figures1 through15 are to be usedas a guide
only. The scaLeon the figureis providedas a convenientmeans for -
approximatingeach itemgssize and proportions.

Basemetal, Unlesscorrosion-resistantsteelis specified(seenotes),
fLatware,exceptknife bLades~ shallbe fabricatedfra nickelbrassor brass.

spons

herein

Weightsof spconsand forksbLanks. Minimumweightsof blanksfm the
and forksshaLlbe as specifid in table1.

TABLE1. Weightof blanks (minimum)
(Avdp.lbs.per gross)

corroslon-
resistant brass/

Itern steel nickelbrass

Forks:

Dessert 16.0 1700
Table 20.0 21.0
Oyster 7.0 8.0
Salad 10.O 11.0

Spoons:

BouiLlon
Demitasse
Dessert
Iced tea
SOup
sugar
Table
Iba
Ladle,gravy

11.0
5.0
19.0
10.0
19.0
13.0
29.0
11.0
24.0

12.0
6.0
20.0
11.0
20.0
14.0
30.0
12.0
25.0

.—

.Si.lverplating. Silverplatingweightand thicknessvaluesspecified
shaLLbe determinedin accordancewith the Weightof si.Lvertestand

the Thkkness of silvertestrespectively.

Thicknessof si.Lver.The thicknessof silverapplid to each item
shallrepresentan averagethicknessof at least400 micronsor 0.33 troy
ounceper squarefoot

.

Weightof silver. The minimumweightof si.Lvershallhe as specified
in Table 11.
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‘rAE3LEII* Weightof siLver
Minimum

Req’d.wt. of
silvertroy

Item oz/gross

Forks:

Dessert 3.9
Table 4.6
Uyster 1.35
Salad 2.45

Knives:

Dessert,hollowhandle (handleonly)
Table,hollowhandle (handleonly)

Spoons:

Bouillon
D2mitasse
Dessert
Iced tea
soup
sugar
Table
Tea
Ladle,gravy

5.13
5.13

4.1
1.14
3.8
2*2
3.8
3.1
4.75
2.8
6.2

Adhesion. When tested,the silverplatingshallshow no evidenceof
blistering.

Knife blades. The bladesof knivesshallbe fabricatedfrcm
Corrosiokres=tant steel. Bladesshallhave a hardnessof between40 ati 58
on the ROCkwellC scalem 80.4 ad 99.3 on the I@dcwell15-N scalewhen
testedin acmrdance with AS?lT’1E-18, RockweL1 Hardnessand Rockwell
SuperficialHardnessof MetallicMateriaLs.

Bladeand tinesattachment. Shellsof hollowhandLecutleryshaL.1
be one piece constructionwhen possibLe. Bladeand tinesmay be soldered
intothe handleswith soft solder,securedby a nontoxiccement,or argon
weldedso that attachmentis not evidentin acmrdance with ccmunercial
practice.

Finish. Finisheditemsshallhave a brightfinish.

F* Each itemshallbe clearlyand

a

manu acturer’sname, trademark,or tradename
easilyidentifiablewith saidmanufacturer.
shalL show no signsof penetration.

3

permanentlymarkedwith the
of such known characterto be
The surfaceoppsite the markings
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W&kmanshipo Finisheditemsshallbe clean,well made, and free frcmany
defectwhichmay affectappearanceor serviceability.Exceptfor specified

●
cuttingedgesor fork tine tips~thereshallbe no sharpedges~burrs?rough
die, t~ml,gouge,or grindmarks. SiLverplatingshall.be smooth,fine
grained,adherent,and free frcmvisibleblisters,pits,porosity,and
indicationsof burningor excessiveedge buildup. ‘I’hefinisheditemsshall
not be fractured~dented~bent,punctured?or maLformed.

Qualityassuranceprovisions.

Responsibilityfor inspection.Unlessotherwisespecifiedin the a)ntractor
purchaseorder,the supplieris responsiblefor the performanceof all
inspectionrequirementsas specifiedherein. Exceptas otherwisespecified,
the suppliermay utilizehis own facilitiesor any commerciallaboratory
acceptableto the Government. Inspectionrecordsof the examinationsor tests
shallbe kept completeand availableto the Governmentas specifiedin the
mntract ,orpurchaseorder. The Governmentreservesthe right to performany
of the inspectionsset forth in the CID wheresuch ins~ctions are deemed ,

necessaryto assurethat the suppliesand servicesconformto presmibed
requirements.

Firstarticleinspection.When a firstarticleinspectionis requiredby the
user?the visualexaminationand testingshallbe in accadance with the
followingparagraphsas applicable.The fai.Lureof any of the testsor
examinationsshallbe causefor rejectionof the firstarticle.

Inspection.Samplingfor inspectionshallin accordan~ with MIL-STD-105,
SampLingProceduresand TabLes for Inspectionby Attributes,exceptwhere
otherwiseindicatedherein.

Componentand materialinspection.In accordancewith responsibilityfor
inspectionabove,ccmpments and materialsshallbe inspectd and testedin
accordancewith all referenceddocumentsunlessotherwiseexcluded~amended~
or qualifiedin thisCID or applicableprocurementdocument.

Weightof blank. one grossof each item, ramkxnlyselected,frcma
productionlot shallbe weighedto determineomformancs to table1.
Any totaLweight that faLlsbelow the specifiedminimumshallbe causefor
rejectionof the lot.

f,.

Processexamination.Examinationshallbe made to establishthat soldering,
cementing?or argonweldingare in conformanceto the specifiedrequimnentse

End item ins~ction. The sampLeunit for this inspectionshallbe one
completelyfinisheditemof flatware. The inspectionlot shal~be all items
of one typeand configurationofferedfor deliveryat one time.

Visualexamination.Examinationshallbe made of the plateditemsfor
defectsin table111, The inspectionlevelshallbe .LevelII with an
acceptablequalityl.eveL(AQL)of 1.5 defectsper hundredunits formajor
defectsand 4.0 totaldefectsper hundrwlunits.

:’>

4’

4

Downloaded from http://www.everyspec.com



A-A-L808A

TABLE 111 - CLassificationof defects

Chissifi=tion

Examine Defects Major Minor

Finish Any componentnot fini.shed
as s~cified x

Area of rust,pits,m scale x

Any canponentsurfacecmtaini~
embeddedforeignmaterials x

Any ccmponentsurfacemntaiting
cracks,burrs,or dents x

Any cmponent surfacenot clean
a smooth x

.

.

Construction Any characteristicor detailof
designor constructionnot in

workmanship accordan~ with specified
requirements x

Canponentmissing x

Burrs,sharpcorners,or projections
wnichmay cause inj~ x

Any componentbent,misshapen,
defmned, dist=t~ # ~

@
misaligned x

Knifebladenot uniformlyground
and cuttingedge not sharpened X

~if e cuttingedge &oken in any
placecm omtaini~ nicksm
burrs x

Knifeor forkbLade Lcosein handLe X
Solderingor weldi~ not smoti~

tiactured,cracked,or fused,
or missingwhererequired x

SiLverplating not smooth,not fine
grained,and not free frcm
blisters,porosity,indication

1’
of burning~ or ex=ss~~ ed9e
buildUP x

,?
. Identification Missing,not Legible# in~p~ete~

incorrect,or not in pco~
location

Surfs= oppositemarkingsshow
signsof penetration x

x

I
Testingof the end its. SampLeunitsshalL be testedin accnrdan= with

the applicableparagraphsunderTesting. The ~Le size,exceptfor the

a

alternatemethodbelow,shallbe a mininunnof 72 ~temsof fLatware,randmly
seLectedfraneach inspectionlot. Failureof any sampteto pass any applicable
testsspecifiedshalL be causefor rejectionof the lot.

5
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Tests.—

Hardness. Blade samples
bladepakagraphas specified
determinedat a minirmmnof 3
shoulderof the knife blade.

e
shaLlbe testedfor compliancewith the knife
in ASTM E-18. Hardnessreadingsshallbe
locations;pint, center,and 1 inchfrom the
Any hardnessnot withinspecifiedLimitsshall

be considereda failureof this test.

Corrosiontest. Steelsamplesshallbe testedas followsfor compliance.
Threedropsof coppersulfatesoLutionshaLlbe placedat intervalson +&e
cleanedsurfa~ of the bladeof each sampLe. Afterremainingon the blade
for 6 minutes,the solutionshallbe washedoff with cleanwater. Any visible
indicationof stainingshallbe consideredfailureof this test. The mpper
sulfateshaLLbe mixed as follows:

Coppersulfate(CuSO-5H20) 4 grams
Sulfuricacid (H2W4~ (sp.gr.1.84) 10 ml.
Water (H20) 90 Inl

V7eightof silvertest. SamplesshalLbe testedin accordance”with the
properparagraphsbelowthat specifythe bse metal,as app.licab.Le,or the
alternatemethod for compliancewith the minimumweightof silverrequirement
in table11. Any platingweightthat fallsbelowthe specifiedlimitsshall
be mnsidered nonmmpliant. Eachof the selectedsamplesshallbe testedas
specifiedand the weightof the silverrecorded. All the recordedweights
for the same typeof itemshallbe addedtogetherand the sum averagedto
determinecompliancewith table11. The surfaceplatedarea specifiedunder ● ,
“Thicknessof silver”shallbe determinedin accordan~ with the manufact~~s~
mmnercial practicefor the determinationson the same or similaritems.

On nickelbrass. The 72 samplesshallbe thoroughlyc.Leaned,rinsed?
dried,and weighed. They shallthen be introducedinto a suttablevessel
containinga mixtureof 19 partsby volumeof C.P. concentratedsulfuricacid
(sp.gr.1.84)and 1 part by volumeof C.P. concentratednitricacid (sp.gr.
1.42),the mixturehavingbeen heated (e.g.,on a sand bath)to 80 degreesC
(176degreesF). The strippingbath shallbe kept coveredwhen not in use to
preventabsorptionof water. The samplesshallbe kept in the solutionuntil
all the silverhas been dissoLved~as indicatedby the dark colorover the
entiresurface. The samplesshallthen be thoroughlyrinsed,dried,and
reweighed. The loss in weightshallbe consideredsilver. [~:

On brassand corrosion-resistingsteel. The 72 ‘samplesshallbe .,

thoroughlywashed,rinsed,dried,and weig~ samplesshallthenbe hungas,
anodesin a solutioncontaining30 g/L (4 oz/gal)of sodiumcyanide?in
which an ironor silvercathodeis suspended. A potentialof 3 to 4 volts ,
shallbe appliedand the sanplesshakenor the solutionagitateduntilall
the”silveris dissolved. The samplesshaLlthen be thoroughlyrinsed~dried,
and reweighed. The loss in weightshallbe consideredas’silv&.
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Alternatemethod. Rmdcmly selectand weigh
typeof item to be testedbeforepLating,recordthe
the ave.rzme.Remat the samepnxedure with any 108
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any 108 piecesof the
weights,ad calculate
pie02sof the same type

of itemrtiomly-seLectedaftei plating. The d~fferenoebetweenthe averages
shallbe mnsidered the weightof silverpresent. Calculatethe weightof
silverin troyouncesp gross for compliance with the minimumrequirements
in tableII.

Thicknessof siIvertest. Thicknessof silvershallbe determinedas
followsfm mmpliance with the requirementsof thisCID. Any siLW Platin9
thickness,when averaged,that falLsbelowthe specifid limitshallbe
consideredrtonompliant.

The samplesshalL be measurtiin acmrdance with AmericanNational
StandardANSI/ASTMB 504, Measurementof Thicknessof MetalLiccoatings
by the CouLometricMethod. The samplesize shallnot be lessthan72 piees.
The averageplate thicknessesof the sampleswhen averagedshallnot be less
than400microns.

Adhesiontest. SamplesshalL be testedas folLowsf= compliance:
The samplesshallbe placedin an oven heatedto between135 degreesC and
177 degreesC (between275 F and 350 F) for the timerequixedto bringthe
samplesto the oven temperatureplus 30 minutes. The samplesshalL then be

removalmoled in air at roan temperature,ati examinedat 4 diameters
magnification.Any evidenceof blisteringshallbe considerednonmmpLiant.

Regulatoryrequirements. In acmrdance with the Section 23.403of the
FederalAcquisitionRegulations,the Government’spolicyis to acquireitems
mmposed of the highestpercentageof recoveredmaterialspracticable,
consistentwith maintaininga satisfactorylevelof competitionwithout
adverselyaffectingperformancerequirementsor exposingsuppliers’
employees to unduehazardsfrcxnthe recoveredmaterials.

Preservation,packaging,packing,Labeling,and marking. Preservation~
packaging, packing,labeling,and markingshallbe as specifiedin the
omtract or purchaseorder.

.
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Notes. When a firstarticleis requiredit shalL be so statedin the mntxact
or purchaseorder.

Copiesof militarystandardsmay be obtained“franthe procuringactivityor as
directedby the cxxkractingofficer.

Applicationsfor cnpiesof AmericanSocietyfor Testingand Materials(ASTM)
Standardsshouldbe addressedto the AmericanSocietyfor Testingand
Materials,1916 Race Street,Philadelphia,PA 19103.

WHEN THIS CIY4MERC1ALITEMDESCRIPTIONIS USED FK)RPROCUREMENT,THE COMMERCIAL
ITEMCE~IFICATIONCLAUSEDOESNOT NEED ‘IOAPPEARIN THE SOLICITATION.

MILITARYINTERESTS:

MilitaryCoordinatingActivity:

Army- GL

Custodians

Army - GL
Navy - SA
Air Force- 99

PREPARIIGACTIVITY:

GSA - FSS

ReviewActivities

Army- MD
Navy - MS
Air Force- 84

0’,

.

.

0,
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